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IMMEDIATELY 
MISSOULA- -
UM ENERGY POLICY IS TOPIC 




The Student Environmental Research Center (SERC) at the University of Montana in 
Missoula is sponsoring a public interest forum concerning alternate energy sources for the 
Unive~sity on Tuesday, May 4, at UM . 
The forum, set for 7 p .m. Tuesday in the University Center Lounge, will be open to 
the public without charge . 
Tuesday ' s forum will feature Dr. Mac Rugheimer, chairman of the state universities 
Inter-Uni t Committee on Energy Conservation. Rugheimer, assistant dean of letters and 
science and associate professor of physics at Montana State University, Bozeman, serves 
as the representative of the Montana University System on the Montana Energy Advisory 
Council. The council is developing a new energy policy for Montana. 
Rugheimer, along with six other panel members, will discuss the implications of a 
coal-fired heating plant at UM, which would be a change from the University's present 
natural gas system. 
Other members of the panel include: James Gordon, manager of the UM Physical Plant; 
John McBride, UM geology department administration officer; Gail Owen, professional 
engineer; Dr . Jerry Plunkett, Butte, director of the l~,1agnetohydrodynamics Institute; 
Dr . Fred Shafizadeh, professor of chemistry at UM, and Dr. Richard Sheridan, associate 
... · professor of botany at UM . Each panel participant will make a brief presentation regarding 
the University's energy policy and possible energy alternatives forUM. In conjunction with 
· Tuesday ' s discussion on alternate energy sources for the University, the panelists also will 
discuss alternate energy sources for other units of the Montana University System. 
A question-answer session will follow remarks by the panel. 
Dale E. Horton, Hamilton, codirector of the SERC at UM, is coordinator of Tuesday's 
program . 
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